EDITORIAL                                              No. 99     March & April 2012

You’ll have noticed a number of articles in this issue which relate to activities outside of the parish. There seem to be more and more people/organisations outside of the village who want to promote their activities than usual. Please, if someone in Willand is organising something, I would be grateful if they would send me prior notification, even if it’s only on the back of a cigarette packet.
Why was 6 afraid of 7?   Because 7 8 9.
WILLAND RESIDENTS HAD THEIR SAY 

Residents of Willand had an opportunity to put forward their concerns and issues at a ‘Have Your Say’ event held in the village. The event was on Wednesday 22nd February – unfortunately, details arrived too late to advertise in the Jan/Feb issue.  Representatives from the local Police, District Council Housing Services, Environmental Services, and Fire Service were available at a ‘Drop-In’ event to offer help and advice, which was held in the Village Hall.
 

The ‘Have Your Say Team’ were based at the village hall but several team members were out and about in the village, knocking on doors and talking to residents at the school and shops about any concerns they had.  Anyone who wishes to make a specific appointment with staff to discuss a problem can contact the Community Safety Office on 01884 234997 or email communitysafety@middevon.gov.uk
 .
A dead end could be a fresh start.
WILLAND SINGERS
Autumn 2011 was a very busy time for the Singers.  By invitation of The National Trust, we sang a programme of seasonal music at Killerton House in December. Our programme included Christmas carols and visitors were encouraged to join in with us.  It was an afternoon to remember. The lovely music room was beautifully decorated and the log fire gave a warm comfortable family feel to the whole occasion. Bad weather on the day, failing light and poor lighting in the house, provided us with somewhat of a challenge towards the end of the afternoon.  We had great difficulty in seeing our music so had to finish somewhat earlier than planned!

The residents and some of the staff at Somerville House were entertained to carols and seasonal music in their home.  There were rather more of us this time than the previous year when the heavy snow meant many of us were unable to attend. We were grateful for the refreshments offered afterwards of coffee, tea, or sherry(!) and mince pies and biscuits.

Finally, at the Halfway House in Willand, we raised £78.19 for Devon Air Ambulance, singing to a full house and having a great reception from the people there. Our thanks go to everyone behind the bar.  They were brilliant and the mince pies were very good too!  Our own raffle produced £24, so Devon Air Ambulance has done well from the Willand Singers this year.

On Saturday April 14th we will return to Killerton once more, but this time to the chapel, where we will give an hour’s programme of music from 11.00am.  Any donations will again go to Devon Air Ambulance.  Do come along and hear us !

Our rehearsals are held in St Mary’s Church Hall every Tuesday from 8.00pm until 9.30pm during term time.  Our repertoire includes songs from the shows, folk and pop songs. We are a very friendly group and have a lot of fun. If you would like to know more, either about the possibility of joining us or arranging for us to entertain your group, please ring our musical director, Julie, on 01884 821381 or Joy on 01884 33889                             Julie De’Ath Lancaster
COMPUTER SECURITY

There have been at least four people in the village who have had their email address-book ‘hacked into’ recently and used by other people for their own purposes. Ray Ursell, who is a computer specialist, says “Some years ago, I had my computer address book hijacked and unsavoury emails were sent in my name.  I was not even aware that it had happened.  I added a contact with an illegal address to my address book.  The name of the contact is aaaaa and the email address is aaaaa.  If anything hijacks my system now, it will send an email to the illegal address which will then bounce back and let me know that there is a problem.  I have the normal firewall, antivirus and spyware detection installed to stop this happening but in the event of a problem, at least I know about it”. 

The following article has previously appeared in this Mag but it’s worth reading again, particularly those who send out lots of emails to friends. Please read to the end. By now, I suspect everyone is familiar with www.snopes.com  and/or www.hoax-slayer.com or  www.truthorfiction.com  for determining  whether information received via email is just that:  true/false  or fact/fiction. All three are excellent sites.  Advice from Snopes.com -- Very important:

1) Any time you see an email that says “Forward this to '10' of your friends”, “Sign this petition or you'll get bad luck or good luck”, you'll see something funny on your screen after you sent it. It almost always has an email tracker program attached that tracks the cookies and emails of those people you forward the mail to!
The host sender is getting a copy each time it gets forwarded and then it is able to get lists of 'active' email addresses to use in SPAM emails or sell to other spammers.  Even when you get emails that tell you to send the email on if you're not ashamed of God/Jesus..... that's email tracking! They're playing on our conscience!  These people don't care how they get your email addresses - just as long as they get them. Also, emails that talk about a missing child or a child with an incurable disease 'How would you feel if that was your child'
 .......they are all email tracking!!! Ignore them! Don't participate! 
2) Almost all emails that ask you to add your name and forward on to others are  similar to that 'mass letter' years ago that asked people to send  business cards to the little kid in Florida who wanted to break the Guinness Book of Records for the most cards. All that was just to get names and 'cookie' tracking information for telemarketers and spammers - to validate active email accounts for their own profitable purposes. You can do your family and friends a great favour by sending this information to them. You will be providing a service to them and will be rewarded by not getting hundreds of spam emails in future!


If you have been sending out (ie. FORWARDING) the above kinds of email, now you know why you get so much SPAM! Do yourself a favour and STOP adding your name(s) to those types of listings, regardless of how inviting they might sound, or make you feel guilty if you don't .. it's all about getting email addresses  - nothing more! One email doing the rounds for the third time is about the whales being killed on a beach in Denmark. The email address of every one who forwarded that is now with the spammers!

You may think you are supporting a GREAT cause - YOU ARE NOT! Instead, you will be getting tons of junk mail later and very possibly a virus attached!  Plus, you are helping the spammers get rich!! Also, email petitions are NOT acceptable to the White House, Congress, UNESCO, UNICEF  or any other such organizations. To be acceptable, petitions must have a signed signature and full address of the person signing the petition. So this is a waste of time and you're just helping the email trackers.

AND MOST IMPORTANTLY, DON'T FORGET TO: 
1. DELETE other people’s email addresses BEFORE forwarding emails that you receive.  

2. When forwarding/sending email, send as B.C.C., so that the other recipients email addresses cannot be seen or tracked. You may need to click on your ‘Help’ button to find out how to do this. 
Some people never look for trouble but it always finds them.

PIGGY RACING?  WHATEVER NEXT! 

To the uninitiated, it is an evening of fun and jollity encouraging small piggies to run  (....or maybe not!) races to raise money for FORCE and our own Cullompton Walronds Preservation Trust.  To those who have already enjoyed their antics, it is more of the same, presided over, as ever, by Piggy Masters Lin & Bill Baker, who work tirelessly to support FORCE.

 

There will be six races, each with eight raring-to-go, oinking little entrants. The races have been sponsored for £5 each by local businesses, to whom we are very grateful - Veysey's The Butchers; Culm Florist; Tavy Textiles; The Cullompton Carpet Centre; G & H Fitters and Country Fayre.

 

You can become a proud piggy owner for the evening.  They cost £3 each and you have the pleasure of choosing an appropriate name and sty for your piggy i.e. Tilly Trotter by Streaky out of Polly Pig and the name of the owner.  This will appear on the race card.   If your little piggy hurtles first past the winning post, you receive the sponsorship money.

 

Tickets are £7.50 each, which includes supper - a choice of Chicken Fricassée, Beef Chilli, or Vegetarian options and then a dessert. Wine and soft drinks will also be available.
 

Do come and join us – Friday, 27th April, 7.00pm for supper at 7.30pm in Willand Village Hall.  To purchase your piggy and/or tickets, please contact Angela on 01884 839766 or Jane Campbell on 01884 33300.  A sense of humour is essential!    Kind regards,                                                Angela
HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY

Back in September of last year, every house in Willand (1475) received an envelope containing the Survey forms. Each household was asked to complete and return their copy, regardless of whether or not they had a ‘housing need’.  443 forms were returned, which gives a response rate of 30%.   87% of respondents own their own home; twenty five of the households were occupying an affordable rented home rented from the Council or a housing association.
Respondents were asked if the need for affordable housing were proven, would they be in favour of a small number of homes for local people. 78% of those answering the question said they would be in favour. Respondents were also asked for suitable sites for such development. 107 separate responses were received. The Gables site was mentioned in a number of submissions. A list of all sites mentioned will be made available to the Parish Council.  

The principal conclusions identified a need for twenty-one affordable homes 
within the next five years: eight within 12 months, 10 within 1–3 years and 3 within 3–5 years.  The recommendations of the Survey are; 1. A provision of additional housing is needed to meet local needs in the Parish of Willand, 2. The overall need is reduced to take account of likely vacancies in existing affordable stock and 3. The assessed need is therefore for 9 rented homes and 2 shared-ownership homes.
          In the 2001 census the population of the parish was 2,821 in 1143 households
.        The  latest  population  figures  show  there  are  3,493  people  resident in
          Willand. (Patient and Practitioner Services Agency 2011). In the 2001census,
          there were 18 empty homes and 7 second homes or holiday lets in the parish.

          In the last 2 years there have been a large number of property sales in Willand.
          In 2010, the Land Registry records sixty sales at an average of £205,996. At 
          the more affordable end of the market the average price of the cheapest 25% of
         properties was £125k.  New build properties in Park Street sold for prices
          between £135k and £181k.  In 2009 there were fifty one transactions, at an
         average of £199k. 

         There are currently 34 properties being marketed in the survey area on the
          Rightmove website. The cheapest being marketed is a 1 bedroom new build 
          flat for £95k.  There is only one 3 bedroom rented property being marketed 
          on the website. This is at a rent of £795 per month. Residents completing  the
          survey form who  rented  privately  were  asked  to  give information about the
         level of rent paid.   The  average  private  rent  for  Willand,  based  on this
         information is £596.42.                               Community Council of Devon
CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY CLUB
Despite the cold weather, around 15 or so members still turn up regularly at the club to have a chat and work on the clubs layouts.  We have inherited another top class layout, which has spent the last 15 years touring the Home Counties shows and exhibitions.  It was one that we had all seen and admired in the model railway magazines and now we own it.  However we decided to join it onto one of our existing layouts and make a 30’ exhibition layout to the highest standards.  This has entailed a complete rewire as well as new scenery and track.  It will be on show around the south west counties this year but we have been invited to exhibit it at the large High Wycombe show in November so we are hoping that people who have seen it before will approve of its new Devon rebuild.

The club has recently been getting involved with the Cold Harbour Mill Steam Ups.  We were asked to run the railway layout on the top floor next to the Millennium Tapestry.  The railway portrays the old Culm Valley Line from Willand’s Tiverton Junction station along the valley to Hemyock.  Of course it has been condensed but at 50 foot long all the major features and buildings are included.  It is interesting to hear visitors recognising their own house in miniature or the local pub!

We have started upgrading it, renewing the scenery and refurbishing some of the models.  We will be operating it and also taking along our new 30’ layout when the Mill is open for Easter on Sunday April the 8th and for the steam up day on Monday April 9th.  If you fancy a local day out pop down to the Mill and make sure you visit us on the top floor where you can see the Tivvy Bumper wending its way down the Culm Valley in miniature.

                  Peter Fosberry  Secretary Culm Valley Model Railway Club
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB

As so many flowers are out so early this year, perhaps we should hold our Flower and Vegetable Show in March instead of August! We are all keeping our fingers crossed that the unseasonably warm weather will not have a detrimental effect on the plants later in the year. A reminder that the Show is on Saturday, 11th August and programmes will be available in April.

Our first meeting this year is on Wednesday, 14th March, where our speaker will be talking about St Kilda. Last year we had a number of new members and we are looking forward to seeing some more new recruits this year. At our April meeting we have a talk on Japanese Garden Design.

Before our first meeting, we will be taking part in a Gardening Quiz at Otter Nurseries and hope to do a lot better than last time. However, we do have some lovely refreshments, even if we don’t win.

We have a coffee morning on Saturday, 14th April to raise funds for the Show and would love to see you there. There will be a cake stall, bring & buy and raffle.   If you would like to join us, the annual subscription is £2.50. You can come along for a visit to any of our meetings for just 50p, if you do not want to join but are just interested in a particular talk. For more details, please contact me on 01884 33828 or email candrallan@talktalk.net.                  Carol Allan
The problem with problems is the way they multiply.
BROWNIES

The telephone number for our local Brownies group has not been valid for some time now and I have no idea of an alternative. If anyone has the current number, would they please be kind enough to let me know? Also, do we have a local Scouts or Guides group, or have they, like a number of other ‘institutions’,  folded because of lack of interest?  Ed. (01884 34111
WILLAND WALKS   .

‘Round the World’ (2.5 miles)
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Starting at Willand Service Station, head south towards and over the motorway

Turn right into Dean Hill Road and follow the road around, over the railway line keeping to the  road. Cross back over the railway line (1m) and follow the road around the corner to Subway Approach. 

Pass under the underpass and you will come on to Somerville Road. Go almost straight over on to Gables Road passing the Village Hall on your left.

At the end of the road turn right and cross the main road, turning into the Old Village. Pass the Church and Post Office, continuing through the Old Village (2m).   At the end of the road you have come back to the start.

This is the first in a series by David Collier of walks in and around Willand.

LETTER TO THE ED.
I am writing on behalf of the Hospiscare events team who are getting ready to launch our first ever Men’s Walk and we were hoping you may be able to include a short piece in your parish magazine.  On Saturday, 17th March, at 1.00pm, a sponsored walk will take place, in aid of your local Hospice  - the perfect day out for the boys!  Enjoy a 10K walk around Exeter, starting and finishing at the home of the Exeter Chiefs, Sandy Park. Then, on your return, enjoy a pasty and a pint on us and watch the 6 Nations England v Ireland’s match live on big screens in the luxury of the Exeter Suite. Call Hospiscare 

on 01392 688052 or visit www.menswalk.co.uk for more information.

Aim for a future that is all about happy endings.

WILLAND PHARMACY

As I am sure you are already aware, Willand Pharmacy is now under new ownership. We would like to take this opportunity to introduce ourselves and thank you all for a very warm welcome - we already feel a part of the community. Please be assured we will be continuing to provide all existing services you have come to rely upon, including our FREE order, collection and delivery service. In the near future we intend to build on this by introducing new services and products. We have already introduced an NHS stop-smoking service and a customer rewards card (collect a stamp for every £3 you spend, and on your 18th stamp receive £3 off your next purchase). If there is anything in particular you would like us to stock then please do not hesitate to contact us and we will do our best to order them in for you, usually by the next day.  Our aim is to continue to provide you with a friendly, professional and efficient service.  Thank you once again, and we look forward to meeting all of you. Our Opening times remain the same: 08:30-17:30 Mon-Fri, 09:00-12:30 Sat and closed Sundays and Bank Holidays.  Call us on: 01884 32604 or e-mail us at  willand

 HYPERLINK "mailto:willand.pharmacy@hotmail.co.uk" .pharmacy@hotmail.co.uk                             Adis and Penny


When chocolate is involved, resistance is not an option.

FROM YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
Localism Bill

We go into 2012 with some real opportunities for taking more control of our own future with the passing of the Localism Bill.  It is not clear exactly what will happen but we intend to make sure that we take every opportunity to understand and take part in these new opportunities.  We will start to build neighbourhood plans, which is the way we can express our views and we will find ways to demonstrate that these plans are fully supported by the village.  With this issue of the magazine you will receive a letter requesting your active involvement in letting us know how you feel.  Please read it and let us know if
 you will respond on-line or on paper.  

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

The planning for the events on 2nd and 3rd June are well under way and we are now contacting all the local organisations asking for support and active participation.  We want to see the community spirit of our village in full swing on these two days – the Saturday as a village celebration and fun day and the Sunday as the “Big Lunch”. Please put these dates in your diaries and be prepared to be amazed at some of the things that will happen

Parish Council changes

We regret to inform you that Jenny Baker has resigned due to a combination of ill health and family pressures.  Jenny has been a strong voice in the Council meetings with her ability to identify the issues that really matter and to voice her strong views which have helped us to make decisions without a lot of unnecessary discussion. We will miss Jenny and I take this opportunity to 
thank her for her work on the Council and wish her well for the future.

We welcome Alex Wilcox as a support volunteer.  Alex will be representing the views of the young people so that we can make sure that our village supports all the members of our community.  With his work at the Youth Club and the swimming club, Alex is ideally placed to understand the needs of young people.  We welcome Alex to the team.
It is a real pleasure to welcome Eddie Dennis back to the Parish Council.  Eddie has been a support volunteer to the Parish Council for the past two years and has provided a great deal of support in helping to build on our relationships with Mid Devon District and Devon County Councils.  We value Eddie’s experience and wisdom and look forward to making great strides forward as he helps us to absorb the impact of the Localism Bill 

We are grateful for the hard work contributed by our Parish Councillors and Support Volunteers and are always looking for new people to join the team in representing the village.  We still have some vacancies and if you are dull, boring and unimaginative, please don’t bother!  Otherwise please contact me or Tracy, the Parish Clerk.  Our contact details are inside the front cover of the magazine.                                                                                  Ray Ursell
Ed’s note.  Can I remind everyone that the Annual Parish Meeting is on Thursday March 15th at 7.30pm. We had an excellent attendance last year – its popularity is growing. Secondly, with regard to the Localism Bill, you may be interested in a paragraph from an article in the Western Morning News a few weeks ago “…with the (Parish) Council taking on more and more service provisions from the (District & County) Councils, I would be more comfortable if we tied up some serious loose ends before embarking on any further major expenditure by local taxpayers, (via the parish precept)”.
Inhibitions keep wild emotions tame.
HOLIDAY DESTINATIONS
I have been to many places over the years, but I've never been in Cahoots. Apparently, you can't go alone. You have to be in Cahoots with someone.
I've also never been in Cognito. I hear no one recognizes you there.  I have, however, been in Sane. They don't have an airport, you have to be driven there. I have made several trips there, thanks to my friends, family and work. I would like to go to Conclusions, but you have to jump, and I'm not too much into physical activity anymore.  

I have also been in Doubt. That is a sad place to go, and I try not to visit there too often.  I've been in Flexible, but only when it was very important to stand firm. Sometimes I'm in Capable, and I go there more often as I'm getting older.
One of my favourite places to be is in Suspense! It really gets the adrenalin flowing and pumps up the old heart! At my age I need all the stimuli I can get!
And, sometimes I think I am in Vincible but life shows me I am not! Anon

ST MARY’S CHURCH

Two of the most significant events in the history of the universe are remembered and celebrated by millions of people around the world in early April this year, namely, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Obviously, neither could have happened if God had not first of all taken on human flesh and become man in human form, a staggering event in itself which is celebrated each Christmas. But the importance of what happened on Good Friday and Easter Day cannot be overstated. 

 

The apostle Paul encapsulates the great significance of Good Friday with these words, “I live by faith in the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for me.” Nowadays, sin (an offence against God) is frequently looked upon lightly – naughty but nice and of little concern - but the reality, the Bible tells us, is that it has serious consequences. It separates us from God and leads to spiritual death. Mercifully however, because of his great love for us God stepped into this bleak situation. On the cross Jesus took our sin upon himself. He died in our place. He became our substitute. He paid the penalty for our wrongdoing. 

 

On Easter Day we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection. Three days after he was crucified some women and men came to the tomb and to their amazement discovered that his body was not there. Later on they, along with many others, discovered he was alive.   Speaking to Martha, Lazarus’ sister, Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. ”

If Jesus had not died on the cross and been resurrected from the tomb it would mean there be no Christianity, no peace with God and no hope of heaven. The first Good Friday and Easter Day changed all that. As C. S. Lewis wrote, “He [Jesus Christ] has forced open a door that has been locked since the death of the first man. He has met, fought, and beaten the King of Death. Everything is different because He has done so. This is the beginning of the New Creation: a new chapter in cosmic history has opened.” Surely that’s worth celebrating!

Special Church Services at St Mary’s Church this Easter:

· Maundy Thursday – 5 April – 6.30pm

Holy Communion as we recall Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples

· Good Friday – 6 April – 11.00 am 

             Quiet and Reflective service centering on Jesus’ death on the cross

· Easter Day – 8 April – 10.15 am

We celebrate Jesus’ rising from the dead - a service with Holy Communion.
We do hope you will be able to find time to join in one or more of the Easter Services this year.                                                       Revd Rob Wilkinson
The trouble with being tall is that you never 

get to be in the front row.
GREAT BRITISH FISH AND CHIP SUPPER
Want to do something different? Want to raise money where you live or work? Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on Friday 18th May 2012 whilst raising awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s information and support services.  You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local community centre.

SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. Last year we had over 100 suppers taking part in England and Wales and we raised £6,000. In the three years we have been running the event we have raised £20,000 to support spinal cord injured people.  The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer support to individuals who become paralysed and their families.   Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured people in the UK alone. For more information or to request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 071 4350, visit www.spinal.co.uk/fishandchips or email fishandchips@spinal.co.uk
Adventures are better in retrospect.

ANOTHER AUTHOR.

According to an article in The Times in April 2004, the Willand Magazine was the only publication in the U.K. to review ‘M5 Sights Guide’, a book by Mike Jackson & Kristina Thimm, which identified and explained all the landmarks alongside the M5 Motorway. Because of its success, as I understand it, they went on and wrote similar publications for other motorways. Authors in Willand hope that getting a mention will help them, too – last issue it was Joan Green, this time it’s James Marshall, who has written, very appropriately in Olympic year, about training young athletes. If this might be your cup-of-tea, try  www.excelsiorgroup.co.uk/blog/training-young-athletes-book-out-now
Winning may be the icing on the cake but if you lose, 
you still have the cake.
17th CENTURY NUN’S PRAYER’

Lord, Thou knowest better than I know myself, that I am growing older and will someday be old. Keep me from the fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on every occasion. Release me from craving to straighten out everybody's affairs. Make me thoughtful but not moody; helpful but not bossy. With my vast store of wisdom, it seems a pity not to use it all,
but Thou knowest Lord that I want a few friends at the end.

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details; give me wings to get to the point. Seal my lips on my aches and pains. They are increasing, and love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as the years go by. I dare not ask for grace enough to enjoy the tales of others' pains, but help me to endure them with patience.

I dare not ask for improved memory, but for a growing humility and a lessing cocksureness when my memory seems to clash with the memories of others. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken.

Keep me reasonably sweet; I do not want to be a Saint - some of them are so hard to live with - but a sour old person is one of the crowning works of the devil. Give me the ability to see good things in unexpected places, and talents in unexpected people. And, give me, O Lord, the grace to tell them so. AMEN
HOW IT ALL BEGAN – POSTAGE STAMPS

After the initial poster to sub-postmasters, printed in the last issue, here’s the following one, which was information for the general public:

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC
GENERAL POST OFFICE

7th May 1840

In those cases where adhesive stamps are used, it is requested that they be placed on the Front of the Letter and upon the right hand corner on the upper side. Should this direction not be attended to, from the rapidity with which the duty must be performed, Letters which bear Stamps will frequently be taxed, while the Parties receiving them will be put to much trouble in obtaining a return of the Postage improperly charged.  In all cases of complaint, whether of overcharge or of any other irregularity, the Cover of the Letters must invariably be kept and sent to the Post Office, as affording the only means of investigating the complaint.

                                                       By Command

W. L. MABERLY,

Secretary
The air of optimism is the only air worth breathing.

THAT TIME OF THE YEAR

It always seems about this time of the year that Councils find some spare cash at the bottom of the moneybox and in order to start the financial year with a clean slate, they announce a series of road repairs. This year is no exception and to help you navigate your way into, and out of, Willand during March, I thought it appropriate to mention them here.  The first is between approx. 8.00am on Friday 2nd March at South View Close (resurfacing). ‘No person shall cause or permit any vehicle to proceed or wait on the sections of affected road except for access to land or premises on or adjacent to those lengths of road’. Anticipated finish is Tuesday 6th, so check with the surgery if you have a doc’s appointment!! 
The second starts on Tuesday 6th and involves the resurfacing around the Four Cross Ways Roundabout – in two stages. It seems the last fifty yards of the Uffculme Road will be closed at all times from 07.00 to 18.00 and alternative routes will be via Bridwell Lane or Willand Moor. No doubt suitable signage will be in place. The work is scheduled to be finished by Wednesday 7th.
And there’s more. Between Monday 12th March and Wednesday 14th, the road 
past the cemetery will be closed between its junction with Old Jaycroft and Bridwell West Lodge. There are alternative routes – but I’m sure those who travel that route will not need me to explain them, just follow the signs. Ed
Write your biography – nobody else will.

BUS ROUTE CHANGES 

The sad news is that First Group have announced the withdrawal of Service 92 between Taunton and Exeter, as from 19 February.  This service provided not only a bus to Taunton from Willand Old Village, but also one via the Motorway to Exeter.

 

The good news is that the service between Tiverton and Taunton has been increased to an hourly service.  The route is the same as at present, around Meadow Park and Silver Street to the Uffculme Road.  However, this service 92 does not call into Willand Old Village, except early morning and evening to serve Richard Huish College.  For details please phone Traveline 0871 200 2233.                                                                                     David Ritchie

Animals are such agreeable friends – they ask no questions, they pass no criticisms.
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
The flat roof has now been fully repaired with added thermal insulation. It took longer than expected because of the wet weather. We would like to thank Uffculme Environmental and the Community Council for Devon for their grants towards the roof repair. We also had a problem with the boiler which heats the side rooms. Unfortunately, it did take a long time for the service engineer to locate the fault, but it is up and running OK now (after a very large bill for the repair!). 
Thank you very much to Mrs Margaret Dennis, who organised a Christmas 
Fair on 10th December and donated £240 to the Hall. Our Christmas Bingo was also well attended and made a good profit - thank you to all the individuals and organisations who helped by donating raffle prizes. Frances Wilcox is carrying on with monthly bingo sessions on the second Tuesday of each month. Everyone is welcome.

If you need to shed a few pounds after the Christmas break, there are several activities held at the Hall which might help. On Monday mornings there is Keep Fit for the over 50’s, Tai Chi is on Monday afternoons for advanced classes (plus there is a new beginners’ class in Uffculme), there are children’s dance lessons on Wednesdays after school, Karate on Thursdays and Martial Arts on Sundays. Willand Folk Dance Club holds dances on the second and fourth Thursdays of most months, there are monthly Line Dancing sessions and also Social Ballroom dances occasionally. For more details of these activities, please contact Hazel Newman or me.

Hazel, our Secretary, is going to retire at the AGM in May, so we are looking for someone to replace her. If anyone is interested in the position, please contact Hazel or me for more details. Hazel has indicated that she would be willing to work alongside a new secretary for a few months to give him / her a chance to learn the ropes. There is a small payment for the post.

If you would like to make a booking or obtain more information about the hall, please contact Hazel (also our Booking Secretary!), or me. You can also print off a booking form online – just visit Willand Matters website. Carol Allan






 


Feelings live longer than insults.

BLOOD DONORS
Dates to make a note of on your 2012 calendar are Monday 19th March, Tuesday 24th July and Monday 12th November. Many thanks,       ‘Frosty’
CAMEO
We are the victims of our own success and our membership has increased dramatically since our A.G.M. in October. we are delighted that so many women now want to come along and see what we are about. We are now almost 70 members and when we reach that number we will be starting a waiting list. Visitors will be able to come to the meetings three times but after that, if we have not got any vacancies they will have to go on the waiting list. Linda thanked Judith and Anne for running a book stall on our behalf at the Village Hall Coffee Morning. A member from the Tiverton Lions Club came along and collected almost 100 books for their annual charity Book Fair later this month - they were books amassed from our monthly book-exchange stall.  
We are sorry to be losing Jo Hudson, who was our Treasurer for several years
 and wish her well in her new home. We are a very active Group with a variety of interests throughout the months and year. We are busy now planning our contribution to the Village Jubilee celebrations and arranging our next Coffee Morning. This will be in the Village Hall on Saturday 31st March, proceeds to the Village Hall and Cameo funds and we look forward to welcoming you all.   
The Walking Group have been enjoying the mild January weather, they walked along the canal from Greenway and then back to Chairman Linda’s house for tea. They then had a very muddy walk around the Coldharbour area, with tea at The Mill.   The Singles Group enjoyed their annual New Year lunch at the Halfway House. We are planning a lunch at Tiverton College on 14th  March and also a Skittles evening at the Barge the following week. A trip to Otter Nurseries in April and a mystery coach outing with an evening meal will be held in May instead of our usual meeting.  The Lavender Farm, near South Molton, is our destination in June.    The Craft Group have begun working on a huge tablecloth donated by a former member and, as this will take several months, it will hopefully be ready to be given to a local charity in time for a Christmas raffle.
Our Speaker in January was Mrs Jane Tiley, explaining to us the benefits of the plant Aloe Vera.  We were surprised to learn this has been used for centuries for medicinal and cosmetic purposes. In what was the coldest night of the winter so far,  Mr Phil Brind came along to our February meeting and it was well worth our efforts for turning out in such weather as he was a superb Speaker. He brought along his delightful dog "Roxy" she enjoyed our admiration and our biscuits!  Mr. Brind runs, along with his family, the Tiverton Canal Company. He owns the only horse-drawn barge in the West Country and "Taffy", his lovely shire-horse, is now a star in her own right as her photograph won the B.B.C. Children in Need competition calendar. Mr. Brind told us about the building of the canal, begun in 1810, bringing  lime stone from the Burlescombe quarry to Tiverton for use in the agriculture and building industries. He showed us a lovely film about the canal, which was in a derelict state before Devon County Council, Tiverton Council, and local enthusiasts brought about its transformation into the wonderful asset it is today. Visitors from all over the country enjoy their trips on the barge and seeing the abundant wild life. When we walk the canal in future, we will remember all the interesting points he showed us and see and enjoy it in a new light. After quick hot drink and the draw, we began the task of scraping the ice off our windscreens.                                                          Betty Penberthy
NEWS FROM COLDHARBOUR MILL
Mill opening:  the Mill & Shop are currently open to visitors Monday to Friday 10am-4pm. Weekend opening will recommence after Easter. For more information about the Mill & its history, guided tours, educational programme, events and products, visit the website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk  or email: info@coldharbourmill.org.uk  or phone the Mill Office: 01884 840960 (Mon-Fri 9.30am-1pm). 

The Gill Box Restaurant  at the Mill is open 7 days a week 10am-5pm. No need to book except for a large group.  Senior Citizens lunches at special rates Mon, Wed & Fri.  The Restaurant is available for private evening party bookings throughout the week. To book and for information about forthcoming speciality evenings, phone free on 0800 389 3859, or call the restaurant direct in opening hours on 01884 840066.
COLDHARBOUR MILL TRUST is seeking additional nominations for Directors/Trustees to restore the size of the Board to 12, rather than the current 6.  In particular, there is an urgent need of a member who has skills in the area of financial understanding and control.  If you - or anyone you know - would like to be considered for nomination to the Board, or would initially like further information, please write to Judith Penny, Chairman of Trustees & Director, c/o Coldharbour Mill, Uffculme, Cullompton EX15 3EE (or send an email marked FAO J Penny to:  info@coldharbourmill.org.uk).

Volunteers needed – could you be an 'Annie'?    The Mill's educational programme needs additional volunteers to help with school visits, in particular ladies willing to play the part of 'Annie the mill-worker' for the very popular Victorian Drama sessions. Each session lasts only about an hour & a quarter in the morning (between 10.30am &12) or afternoon (12.30-2pm). Prior acting experience would be helpful but not essential - just a willingness to join in !   If you – or anyone you know – would like to help, please contact Julie in the Mill office (see above for email address & Tel No) for more information.  Julie can provide a copy of the script, arrange for observation of a session to see how the drama plays out, and meet one of the actors who plays 'Mr Robson' (the factory foreman) and one of the other volunteer 'Annies'.

CRAFTS at the Mill - Hand-weaving courses: Summer term courses start after Easter & short workshops are also available during the school holidays.  Advance booking essential - contact Louise for more information – by email: loucottey@googlemail.com  or by phone: 01460 259271 or 07527 248178.  

Knitting and Spinning groups meet weekly at the Mill. Phone Susan on 01884 839782 for more information.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY!  
Wednesday 21st  March:  Friends of the Mill  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING in the Old Stables at the Mill.  7 for 7.30 pm. Soft drinks & wine available for purchase.    (Park in Mill  yard)
Saturday 7th  April: Friends of the Mill  EASTER COFFEE MORNING in the 
Old Stables at the Mill. 10 am-12 noon with Bring & Buy and Raffle.  All welcome. (it is hoped that the Mill shop will also be open)
Sunday 8th & Monday 9th April:  the Culm Valley Model Railway Club will operate the Mill's Culm Valley line model railway & also exhibit & operate their North Park & Chinehurst layout in the Fox Gallery. 10.30am-4pm.  Please obtain entry tickets at the Mill shop (free entry for Friends of the Mill, with membership card).
Monday 9th April:  EASTER  STEAM  UP!  10.30am-4pm.  Engines in steam from 11am.  Take a Mill tour to see the Victorian textile machines and the Mill's exhibitions, including the Model Railway (see above) and the beautiful Millennium tapestry screen depicting the Culm Valley, have a snack or a meal in the restaurant, or a picnic by the millstream. 
 Please obtain entry tickets at the Mill Shop  - free entry for members of the Friends of the Mill, with membership card. 
For more information about the Mill's steam engines, or to volunteer to join the Steam Group, visit the Steam Group website: www.coldharboursteam.org.uk or phone the Mill office on 01884 840960.                              Susan Wasfi
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP
For once there is little to report, other than that the History Group is going through a period of reorganisation and we are still keen to recruit new members.  So if you have an interest in Willand’s past, would like to know more, or you would simply like to become involved in hands-on local history, we would love to hear from you.  As we celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee this year, at some stage we are sure to have an exhibition featuring past Royal celebrations in Willand.  Therefore we are on the lookout for any documents or photos of past events in the village relating to our current Queen or any of her predecessors – such as the Golden Jubilee (2002), Silver Jubilee (1977), Coronation (1953) or earlier.  All assistance is gratefully received!!  Short of further news, here is a note on a Willand man who became swept up in national events over 300 years ago.  

Thomas Ellis and the Monmouth Rebellion

By way of background, the Monmouth Rebellion of 1685 was an uprising led by the Duke of Monmouth in protest at the succession of James II to the English throne; some people perceived the new king’s Catholic sympathies as a threat to the established Protestant religion.  Monmouth landed at Lyme Regis in June and many Westcountry men joined his forces, predominantly from Somerset but also Dorset and Devon.  However, the rebellion lacked widespread support and was doomed to failure because landowners and Parliament remained loyal to the king.  After a campaign that took Monmouth’s army – composed mainly of amateur peasant soldiers – almost as far as Bristol and then back to Bridgwater, the rebels were defeated by the king’s army led by John Churchill at the Battle of Sedgemoor on 6 July 1685.  Entered on the lists of rebels compiled after the battle there is the name of one Willand man: Thomas Ellis.  

Unfortunately, the Willand parish registers of baptisms, marriages and burials are somewhat patchy for the 1600s and do not survive in a complete form until after the 1670s.  However, there is reference to a Thomas Ellis, who was the son of either ‘Francis Ellis senior’ or ‘John Ellis the elder’.  Thomas was married to Margaret and had two known daughters ‘Richord’ and Elizabeth; Elizabeth died in infancy in 1675 and Richord died unmarried and in her 20s, in 1696.  We can speculate that this was the same Thomas Ellis who joined the Rebellion, but it may well be that Thomas was an elder son of Thomas and Margaret, whose existence is otherwise unrecorded.  Little is known about the social status of the Willand Ellis’s, but the historian Roger Lockyer notes that Monmouth ‘could command the support only of poor men who had nothing to hope for from the existing system, and who may genuinely have believed that their religion was in danger’.  News of the rebellion would have travelled quickly, and the people of Willand would have been well aware of what was happening.  Some men travelled from Tiverton and Bampton and would have passed through the parish to join the rebel army as it made its way from Lyme Regis to Taunton.  It is not unreasonable to suppose that Thomas joined one of these bands of rebels, though whether he was motivated by religious fervour or a desire leave the parish in pursuit of adventure and fortune we can only guess. .  

The names and place of origin of almost 4000 rebels can be found in lists that were made for trials held at several county Assizes held between September and October 1685.  They include the names of nearly 400 men from Devon, who primarily came from Honiton, Axminster, Axmouth, Colyton and other East Devon parishes; there were 12 men from Cullompton, 2 from Uffculme and of course Thomas Ellis from Willand.  James II was determined to make an example of the captured rebels and sent Lord Chief Justice Jeffreys to impart justice.  Around 300 men were sentenced to death and 800 were deported to the West Indies.  At the Exeter Assizes, for example, Jeffreys sentenced 13 rebels to be hanged and quartered, 7 transported and 13 flogged or fined.  He then ordered the sheriff of Devon to capture the 345 Devon rebels who were still at large, whilst the boiled and tarred quarters of the executed men were sent to be displayed in 12 Devon towns as a gruesome warning.  In total 26 Devon men were executed as a result of the Rebellion.  The fate of Thomas Ellis may yet be revealed through future research, but the evidence of the parish registers reveal that there were no Ellis’s living in Willand after the 1600s.  It would be comforting to think that Thomas managed to slip away unharmed after the battle, though forced to start a fresh life elsewhere rather than return to Willand where he was a known and a ‘wanted’ man.  

                  James Morrison, 01884 250057 (jamorrison@supanet.com)

The past is known. The future is a blank canvas.
AND FINALLY

Dog walkers in Willand may wish to know that the waste bin which has, up until now, been sited on the Cyclepath, alongside the M5 at the bottom of Muxbeare Lane, has been resited to the end of the footpath further up the lane, which is a very popular walk by dog owners. Halberton Parish Council undertake a P3 footpath scheme, which means they have the responsibility for clearing up any mess on the path. It would be nice to think the resiting will save them a considerable amount of effort. And it’s worth mentioning that the Glasdon bin, with metal shute lid, now costs £455.18, whilst the Swintex bin, with rubber lid, is £240.00.
WILLAND DIARY            

March

Thursday          1st   Methodist Church Coffee Morning ,                      10.00am 

Thursday          1st  CAMEO ‘Office junior to Personnel Officer’ WVH 7.15pm

Friday               2nd  Womens’ World Day of Prayer, St Marys Church   2.30pm

Monday          5th  Culm District Flower Club                        W.V.H.,    2.15pm 

Tuesday          6th  Willand Rovers Bingo                                W.V.H.,    7.30pm

Thursday        8th  Over 60’s Club Annual Gen. Meeting,      W.V.H     .2.15pm

Thursday        8th  Folk Dance Clubnight                               W.V.H.,     8.00pm

Saturday       10th   Folk Dance Club     Golden Anniv. Dance                 8.00pm

Tuesday        13th   Willand Village Hall Bingo                       W.V.H.,    7.30pm

Wednesday   14th   Willand Garden Club - St Kilda                W.V.H.,    7.30pm

Thursday      15th  Annual Parish Meeting                               W.V.H.,    7.30pm

Friday          16th    Cowgirl Twisters                                        W.V.H.,    7.30pm
Saturday      17th   Bramblehaies coffee morning                   W.V.H.,   10.00am
Saturday      17th   Social Ballroom                                        W.V.H.,     7.30pm

Tuesday      20th   Willand Rovers Bingo                               W.V.H.,     7.30pm
Tuesday     20th   Village Hall Whist Drive,   Church Hall,               7.30pm

Thursday    22nd     Folk Dance Clubnight                      W.V.H.,      8.00pm

Saturday      31st    CAMEO Coffee Morning - V.Hall/Cameo funds.  10.00am
Saturday      31st   Youth Club Bingo                                     W.V.H.,     7.30pm
April

Monday       2nd   Culm District Flower Club                       W.V.H.,      2.15pm 

Tuesday       3rd   Willand Rovers Bingo                             W.V.H.,       7.30pm
Thursday     5th    Methodist Church Coffee Morning,                        10.00am

Thursday    5th    CAMEO ‘3 high passes or fit for a fat person’      7.15pm

Tuesday     10th   Willand  Village Hall Bingo                      W.V.H.,      7.30pm
Wednesday11th    Willand Garden Club - Japanese Garden Des.             7.30pm
Thursday    12th  Over 60’s Club                                          W.V.H.,      2.15pm

Thursday    12th  Folk Dance Clubnight                               W.V.H.,      8.00pm

Friday       13th  CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO THE MAY MAG.

Saturday    14th   Willand Garden Club Coffee Morn          W.V.H.,    10.15am

Saturday    14th   Social Ballroom                                        W.V.H.,      7.30pm
Tuesday     17th  Willand Rovers Bingo                               W.V.H.,      7.30pm
Tuesday     17th  Willand Village Hall Whist Drive,    Church Hall       7.30pm

Friday         20th   Cowgirl Twisters                                       W.V.H.,    7.30pm

Saturday     21st   Folk Dance Club Dance                            W.V.H.,     8.00pm   

Thursday    26th   Folk Dance Clubnight                               W.V.H.,     8.00pm

Saturday     28th   Youth Club Bingo                                     W.V.H.,    7.30pm
Balance the day and stress goes away.
